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DOGU TURKISTAN TARIHI HAKKINDA

HINDISTAN’DA BULUNAN ONEMLI BiR
ELYAZMA ESER

Dr. Timur Kocaoglu

1979 yihinda Kegmir Universitesine bagh
olarak kurulan Orta Asya Arastirmalan
Merkezi’nin kiitiiphanesinde 7 bine yakin
elyazma (qolyazma) eser bulunmaktadir.
Farsca, Sanskritce ve daha cesitli dillerde
yazilmis ve bugiine kadar hi¢ bir yerde
yayinlanmamis olan bu elyazma eserleri
Orta Asya Arastirmalan Merkezi sirayla
yayinlamak niyetindedir. Bu elyazma kolek-
siyon arasinda Tiirkistan tarihi ve medeni-
yeti ile ilgili eserlerin de oldugu bildiriliyor.
Nitekim, bu koleksiyon i¢cinde 3024 numara
ile kayith “Safarnama-i Tiirkistan” adh
--uzunlugu 25, eni 15 (santimetre) kadar olan
50 yapraktan ibaret bir elyazma bulunuyor.
Kegmiri dilindeki bu elyazmamn 19.uncu
yiizyihn ikinci yansinda Dogu Tiirkistan’a

gidip gelmis Kegmirli biri tarafindan yazl-

digr tahmin ediliyor.

Halen Kegsmir Universitesi Orta Asya
Aragtirmalan Merkezi’nde cahsmakta olan
bilginlerden Dr. Majid Mattoo Kesmir dilin-
deki bu elyazma eseri Ingilizceye cevirmis ve

bu eser “Cin Tiirkistamimin Kisa Bir -

Tarihi” adiyla 1982 yihnda Srinagar seh-
rinde Kesmir Universitesi tarafindan
nesredilmistir.*

“Safarnama-i Tiirkistan” ii¢c béliime

aynlmis. Birinci béliimde Dogu Tiirkistan’

1n Kaggar ve Hoten gibi dokuz 6nemli gehiri-
nin cografi vaziyeti hakkinda kisaca bilgi
veriliyor. Aynca, Dogu Tiirkistandaki baz
daglar, irmaklar, kanallar, yeralt ve yer
listii zenginlikler iizerinde de duruluyor.
Mesela, bu béliimde goyle pasajlar var:
© “Evlerin ¢ogu camurdan yapilms.
Elma, erik, kaysi, dut, armut, kavun,
-karpuz ve liziim yetisen bag ve bostan-
lar cok sayida. Hem ilkbahar hem de
sonbaharda meyva ve sebze bol mik-
tarda elde edilir. Her tiirlii sebze
yetigir. g
Tuz, kursun, kiikiirt, giihercile,
demir ve altin maden ocaklar1 her
yerde var. Pamuk biiyiik 8lcilide yetisti-
rilir. At, deve, keci, koyun, esek ve inek
siiriilerine her yerde rastlamr. Irmak-

larda biiyiik boylarda bahklar tutulur.

‘Ormanlarda her tiirlii kus ve av hay-

vanlar: bulunur.”

Ikinci bslimde Dogu Tiirkistan’in
l4.iincii asirdan 19.uncu asir ortalanna
kadar olan tarihi anlatiliyor. Bu béliimde
Dogu Tiirkistan’daki i¢ cekismeler ve bu
cekismelerden faydalanan Karahitay ve
Cungarlarin Dogu Tiirkistan’a yaptig isti-
lalar ve Cin idaresi hakkinda aynntih bilgi
veriliyor.

Son béliim olan iiciincii bslimde Emir
Yakub Beg idaresi altindaki Dogu
Tiirkistan’in vaziyeti ve tarihi olaylan iize-
rinde duruluyor. ,

“Safarnama-i Tiirkistan” adh yazma
eserde Dogu Tiirkistan’daki tarihi olaylar
cok yahn (sade) bir ifade ile anlatihyor:
Mesel4, iiciincii béliimde Yakub BeZ Devlet’
in Kasggar gehrini Karahitaylar boyunduru-
gundan kurtans soyle tasvir ediliyor:

“Kagsgar’daki Karahitaylarin kalesi
cok miikemmel bir gekilde miidafaa
ediliyordu. Bu yiizden, Hazrat Atahk
Gazi (yani Yakub Beg Devlet) kale
duvarim1 delebilmek icin cok sayida
arac¢ hazirladi. Atahik Gazi Yarkend’in
idaresi icin Hoca dilesini Naib tayin
etti. Bu Hoca ailesi Andicanhilar cema-
ati icerisinde c¢ok giiclii bir aileyi teskil
etmektedir. Atahk (Qxazi iki bin kadar
Andicanh, Yarkendli ve Badaksilinin
basinda Kasgar’a dogru yiiriidii.
Buzurg Han’in yardimiyla Kasgar hal-
kim kurtard: ve Karahitaylhilarin kale-
sini kusatti. Kale duvarlarim bir kac
giin dovdiiler. Karahitaylar ondort
aydan beri kale icindeydiler ve azmklar1
azalmisti. Bagka yol bulamayan Kara-
hitayhlar cebhéneligi atese verdilerv e
kendilerini §ldiirdiiler. Buzurg Han ve
Atahk Gazi kaleye girdiler. Biiyiik
dlciide silah, para ve baska degerli
esyalar ele gecirildi.”

“Safarnama-yi Tiirkistan” eserini
kaleme olan kun.hglm bilmedigimiz Kes-
mirli tarih¢i Atahk Gazi diye halk arasinda
iine erigen Yakub Beg Devlet’in Dogu
Tirkistan’daki ilk yillaninda orada bulun-
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mus olusu dolayisiyle, o zamanki tarihi olay-
lan etraflica anlatiyor. Bu sebepten, Kesmir
Universitesi Orta Asya Aragtirmalan Mer-
kezi tarafindan Ingilizceye terciime edilerek
basilan bu eserin Dogu Tiirkistan tarihi ve
ozellikle Yakub Beg devri iizerinde aras-
tirma yapan igin ¢ok yararh olacag:
siiphesizdir.

* Dr. A. M. Mattoo, A Short History of Chinese
Turkistan, Srinagar, 1982 Sayin Erkin Alptekin 1984
azinda Hindistan’a yaptif1 seyahat sirasinda Kesmir
niversitesi Orta Asya Aragtirmalan Merkez ilgilile-
riyle goriigtiigiinde bu kitap kendisine verilmigtir. Bu
degerli eseri getirip tetkikimize sundugu i¢in kendisine
tesekkiir ederiz.

AN IMPORTANT MANUSCRIPT ON THE
HISTORY OF EASTERN TURKISTAN

Dr. Timur Kocaoglu

The Center of Central Asian Studies at
Kashmir University, India, was established
in 1979 and its library has a valuable
collection of ten thousand manuscripts in
Persian, Sanskrit and other languages. The
Center is endeavouring to bring to light as
many of these works as possible and
especially those that are of academic value
and interest and contain original material on
the history and culture of Central Asia and
Kashmir. A large number of scholars of the
Center are presently engaged in editing and
translating these manuscripts.

The manuscript unit of Igbal Library,
University of Kashmir has a unique
manuscript under Accession No: 3024. It
contains fifty folios of 25 cm X 15 cm of 11
lines each. The title of the manuscript as
recorded in the Accession Register 'is
Safarnama-i Turkistan which seems to be
incorrect. It is not a travelogue but a historical
account of Eastern Turkistan. The
manuscript, written in Kashmiri lang‘uage,_ig

believed to be the work of a Kashmiri -

historian who seems to have traveled in
Eastern Turkistan in the second half of the
nineteenth century.

Dr. Abdul Majid Mattoo, a scholar of the
Center, has translated the manuscript into
English and the work, entitled A Short
History of Chinese Turkistan, was
published in 1982.* ;

The Safarnama-i Turkistan is divided
into three chapters. The first chapter gives a
brief geographical account of nine principal
towns in Eastern Turkistan, such as
Kashghar and Khoten. It also provides some
information about mountain ranges, rivers,
canals, and products of the region. For
instance, we find the following passages in

this chapter:

“Most of the houses are of mud. There are
a number of orchards full of delicious fruit like
apples, guvava, mulberries, apricots, quinces,
peaches, melons, watermelons, and grapes.
Both spring and autumn crops are cultivated
in abundance. Vegetables of all sorts are also
cultivated. '

“There are mines of salt, lead, saltpetre,
sulphur, and iron, Gold is also available in
many places. Cotton is produced in large
quantities and is spun locally.

“Horses, camels, goats, sheep, mules, and
herds of cattle are found everywhere. Fish of
considerable weight are taken from the rivers.
The forests are full of birds and game
animals.” A ¢

The second chapter of the manuscript
deals with the history of Eastern Turkistan
from the fourteenth century down to mid-
nineteenth century. In this chapter, detailed
information about internal conflicts in
Eastern Turkistan, about how the
Qarakhitayis and the Jungarians profited
from these internal conflicts to invade
Eastern Turkistan, and about Chinese rule is
given. _

- The last chapter focuses on the situation of
Eastern Turkistan and historical events’
during the reign of Amir Yaqub Beg.

Historical events in Eastern Turkistan are
told in a very simple style. For example, in the
third chapter, the liberation of Kashghar
from the occupation of Qarakhitayis by
Yaqub Beg Devlet is described as follows:

. “The Khitayi fort at Kashghar was still
well protected, so to pierce the walls Hazrat
Ataliq Ghazi (i.e. Yaqub Beg Devlet) prepared
equipment in large quantities. He designated
Hodjas - as Naib of Yarkand. It was a

_powerful family of the Andijan community.
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He himself marched at the head of two
thousand Andijanis, Yarkandis and
Badakhshis towards Kashghar. With the
help of Buzurg Khan he liberated the people of
Kashghar with his army and besieged the
Khitayi fort. They continued to bore the walls
of the fort for some days. The Khitayis were
in the fort for 14 months and there was
acute shortage of provisions. Finding no.
other alternative, they burnt themselves
alive, sitting on gun powder in the fort.
Buzurg Khan and Hazrat Ataliq Ghaz
entered the fort. Huge booty in the shape of
war material, cash, etc fell in to their hands.”
The name of the Kashmiri historian who
wrote the Safarnama-i Turkistan is not
known to us. He gives us a detailed account

News From Turkistan:
'CURE FOR ARTHRITIS

Muslim doctors (of the Uygur commu-
nity) in Eastern Turkistan are now treating
rheumatoid arthritis by half-submerging
patients in the desert sands of Turfan. The
“China Pictorial” reports that a fivestar
desert sanatorium has been recently founded
in Turfan, for this treatment.

Cure ratios of up to 94-96 percent were

recorded in arthritis, lumbago and allied

' diseases. (Impact International, London,
14-27 Sept. 1984). _

@
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because he himself was in Eastern Turkistan
at that time) of historical events in Eastern
Turkistan during the first years of Yaqub
Beg, famed as “Ataliq Ghaz”. Therefore, I
think this work, which is being translated
and published by the Center of Central Asian
Studies of Kashmir University, will be very
useful for those who conduct research on the
history of Eastern Turkistan and specially on
the period of Yaqub Bedevlet.

* Dr. A. M. Mattoo, A Short History of Chinese
Turkistan,Srinagar: Kashmir University, 1982. When
Mr. Erkin Alptekin visited the Center of Central Asian
Studies in 1984, the director of the Center gave him the
book. I would like to thank Mr. Alptekin for drawing my
attention to this valuable work.

Urumchi and Peshawar
Become Twin Cities

Urumchi, in Eastern Turkistan, and Pes-
hawar, capital of Frontier Province of
Pakistan, are declared twin cities. A five-
member delegation, headed by the Mayor,
from Peshawar, is scheduled to visit
Urumchi in November 1984, to celebrate this.

The Chinese have suggested that the
journey from Peshawar to Urumchi take
place by land, along the historic “Silk Road”,
to give the delegation an opportunity to see
the historic sights and people better. Chinese
spokesmen welcomed this visit, as it would
promote closer friendship between Pakistan
and China. (The Muslim, Peshawar,
23.Sept.1984)
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