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Anmed Riza Bey was distinguished not only for hfs extensive
Enowl edae D} Eastern and Western culture and civilization :
but also for his outstanding courage and integrity. A - |
life-lona opponent of all ftorms of oppression and 1
intolerance he carried on an wncompromising struggle agéinsf
the despotic Pulevo¥ Abdul hamit II, and spent many vears  in

Faris oarganizing political opposition.

In his retuwn to Istanbul after the Proclamation of the
Lonstitution in 1908 he was chosen Fresident of the Senate
and |ater, during the War of Turkish Independence, he was
one of the leading inté1]ectua1s invited by Ataturk to
attenpt to correct the miﬁconceptionﬁ~entertained by many
Europeans ot the time regarding Muslim civilization in

genaral and Turkey in particul ar.

in this book y, Ahmed Kiza not only reveals the c?nicé]
seltishness and hvpocrisy of Western attitudes fo the Eést,
bDut also, in a masterly account of Arabic civi]izatian,.
literaturse, art, science and philosophy of the;iﬂth andillth
CEHtuFlEﬁ, shows that medieval 1slam was far s&ﬁeﬁiow in
tolterance and fresdom of thpught, not Dhiy to medieval
Europe, but also to many Eaétern and Western countries of
the present day. Ly W
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It must also be taken iﬁto coﬁsideration that, in this book, all

the sources used by Ahmet Riza Bey are the works of Western

scholars, writers and researchers. 1 U
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Ahmet Riza Bey yalniz Dogu ve Bati'min kiiltir ve uygarliklan
hakkindaki engin bilgisiyle degil, ayni zamanda cesaret ve diiriistlii-
gluyle de mitemdyiz bir sahsiyetti. Baskimin ve hoggdriisiizligiin
her tlriine hayati boyunca muhalif kalmis olan Ahmet Riza Bey,
Sultan II.Abdiilhamit'in istibdat y&netimine karsi wuzlasmaz bir
miicadele slirdlirdli; uzun yillar Paris'te kaldi ve siyasal muhalefet

hareketinin diizenleyicilerinden biri oldu.

Istanbul'a doniisiinde, 1908 yilinda  Il.Mesrutiyet'in ildnindan
sonra Ay&n Meclisi bagkanligina segildi; daha sonra, Kurtulus
Savaglt sirasinda, zamanin Avrupa'ln bilim adamlarinin genelde
islam uygarligina, &zelde ise Tiirkiye'ye iliskin yanlis diisiincelerini
diizeltmeye yonelik  tegsebblislerde ve c¢alismalarda  bulunmalari
amaciyla, Atatirk tarafindan davet edilmis olan devrinin ©&nde

gelen minevverleri arasindaydi.

Ahmet Riza, bu kitapta, salt B/at1111ar1n Dogu diinyasina karsi
gosterdikleri menfaatperest bencilligi ve riydkarligs gozler &niine
sermekle kalmyor, ayni1 zamanda, 10. ve 11. yilizyi1llardaki Arap
uygarligi, .edebiyatl, sanati, bilimi ve felsefesini ustaca ele alarak,
Ortagag Islam diinyasimin diisiince dzgirliigi ve hosgdriisii agisindan,
sadece Ortagag Avrupa diinyasindan degil, giinimiiziin, Batil

ve Dogulu birgok iilkesinden daha ileri oldugunu gdsteriyor.

Ahmet Riza beyin bu eseri hazirlanirken faydalandigi kaynaklarin
tamaminin Batili 1lim Adami Edip ve Arastirmacilarinin eserlerinin

oldugu gézden kacirilmamalidir.



