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entlemen:~
7

I accepted most willingly your invitetion, and I shall be very
glad indeed, if the supjectwmatter of my lecture will more or less
interest you.

I thought, it would he hetter to give you & short account of the
Opiental mystiecism, which underlies & theosophical doectrine; a living
ereed, & spifit animating still today a good many heterodox sects,
born in the Islamic world, sects claiming & kinship with Mohamﬁedan
reiigion, though more or less incompatible with the fundamentel:
principles of Islem,

. Ag 1% is.quite impossible to bring within the compass of a lecture
& lot of arguments fending to prove ny assertions concerning this
beculiar philosephy, I shell only point out its most cehsracteristic
F principles; then you will forgive,I hope,the categoricsl tone of my

»

statements.
Mysticism, 19 its general acception, is a peculiar stete of mind,

& tendency ﬁhieh is manifested under some pPsychological and social
conditions. The history of civilisation shows elearly that great
calamitiés, unstability of politico~socisl institutions, chronic
anarchy oreate such & disposition in the collective conscience and
proves the vanity of everjthing. On the other hand when elassic:
philosophy can no mdre give a retionel explanation for the riddles of
existence, then everything around us becomes & nysterye. The humen
mind after having exhausted nearly a&ll her forces without getting any
satisfaction, gives up altogether the so~called science and philosophy
a8 useless and even deceptive systems built up on words and false
opinions only. The mind then dces not trust any more neither the

discursive knowledge nor experience, but hopes or wishes to discover

directly the Supreme Truth by a possible communion with him,
This remarkable attitude of mind raralyses also the‘Will, end
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the mystic falls in this fatalistic inaction, and disinterestedness
or indifference, which we call quietisme. The former Greeks, with-
-ont being mystics at all were seeking the highest blessedness in
ataraxia and adiaphoria.

S50 the nystie tendency of the mind is - in my opinion -~ the
'symptom of its decrepitude, or it comes surely from the decadensy of
dogmatic philosophy.

You know &ll, that our means of knowledge are unfortunately
very 1imited. If we can't trust any more the witnessing of our
-sonsgs, and discover at the same time that our intellect &lso is
limited.with antinomies which means essentisl, and incompatible
loéical contradictions, there remains only one way to get out from

nihilism, Which is far more fearful, and disappointing then atheism

That way is revelation, which means the sudden.discovery of truth
by our inner sense illuminated with inspiration.
. This is indeed the simplest and the most genersl form of mystic=
ism, But in matters of helief form is the most valuable and important
thing. I deresay: the essential thing! For instance, we all believe
in the existence of & supreme power, which is beyond the reach of our
perceptive end conceptive faculties. Cell him what you like, but
be sure that we are obliged to believe in such & Real#t y, if we do
not suspect or deny the existence of our own self. Yet this béiief |
does not characterise any religioua creed exclusively, though it
constitutes the first principle and the essertisl condition in the
teachings of every religion.

I wish to say, that religion is not only & creed, but & formal
creed,’ |

My opinion is the same about qoufism; it is not & simple and
genersl mysticism, but quité a special form of it. A very elaba ate

system
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system indeed, built up on & philosophical ground. It seemsto be

e religious philosophy; but it is not & religiom; though it has giwen

birth to so many sects, which during many centuries troubled the
Islemic world by successive politico~religious revolutions. We have
~no doubt todsy that these revolutions weakened and even ruined the
theoeratic unity of Islam, dissolving beforehand the fundamental
Mohammedan creed which was essentially & Semitic conception of God

and His kingdom,

So if we study the goufism under the light of & historiecel spirit

ﬁe'may find, I am sure, the keynote of interpretation for &ll these
révolutions which have cut off the Islamic power into thouéand pieces
and stopped at once its conquests.

In the beginnings goufism was certainly misunderstood, and
considered as the highest expression of the original Mohammedan
philosophy. Its most remarkable representétives were &t the beginnin
‘some pious and escetic Persians, born and brought up in the Islamic
faith. They were gnomic thinkers, they never wrote any book. These
holy men, used to express their opinions 6r feelings in & moment of
Ex ecstasy by short sentences, aphorisms, or gnomes &s we cell them.

Later on when Mohammedan doctors have orgenised and established-
on & firm ground the dogmatic theology, goufism was rejected by fhem
as the most pernicious and Aissolving heresy, the mystics were &8lso
persecuted.

But since the 18th century & good meny Ruropean scholers - some
of the most genuin& and eminent orientslists above all - devoted
themselves to the s tudy of the Oriental mystic literature with such.
a keen interest that they succeeded in discovering the reel
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‘1ittle more than & modificstion of the neo-platonism of the fifth and

- 4&- » \\

gsources of goufismi There is no mystery about it.

There is no doubt todey. The socalled Oriental mysticism is -
neither original nor Mohammedan, but thoroughly Greek. It is simply ~
the echo of Neoplatonism in the Mussulman intellectusl etmosphere.

We inherited this culture altogether from the Persian literature.

[ The late J. E* W. Gibb, the celebrated suthor of "4 History

of Ottomen Poetry" has summed up the generel opinion of the mos t
competent criticists and scholars in these few lines which I am obliged
to reproduce here: :

"Dhe philosophy of the Turks", says Gibb, " is of course derived
from the Persian and Arsbiec writcrs, but is ultimetely Greek, being

sixth menturies which combined Aristotelianism with the mysticism of
Jemblicus. In Turkey the philosophers while accepting the Alexandrianm
doctrine of emanations, gave their chief attention to the Aristotelian
aspect of the system. The goufis on the other hand while acguiescing
in the Aristotelian explanations of natural phenomena devoted them-
selves almost exclusively to the theosophical side. ™

Gibb is quite right! Those who have carefully studied and exemined

' the Orientsl mysticism will certainly agree with him,

. Now let us proceed in & systematic way to get an ides of this
philosophy, and then to cast a glance of the mystic doectrine which is
the foundation stone of all the goufi sects.

"The problems of speculative philosophy”, says Borden Bowen, &an
American philosopher, "may be surmed up in two questions: How is know-
ledge pogsible? And what is Reality? The former question belongs to

Epistemology ?, the latter belongs to Metaphysics or Ontology".

How the goufism cen answer to these questions.

We must take in consideration the sterting point, and follow the
dialectics of the goufi thinkers, in order to see how they &re proceed- /
dng to find out azn answer to the first of these guestions Jjust now

" postulated by the American philosopher. \f

The phenomenal world - thinks the goufi -~ with which we are in
continual contact is ever ehanging. It seems to a boundless and
restless ocean whose waves are succeeding each other without intervals.
The stream of phenomena is continuous; we czn never find the beginning \
and the end of it as long as we follow its course in the past or in the |
fature. We may actually discriminate - it is true - individualities in |
the sensible world, but they have no stability at all; they vanish as |
soon as they appesr. They look just like the drops of water produced
by the waves of the stormy Oceasn drops which staend up for & moment and
then fall down back agein gnto the ocean, wherein they &are &t once
absorbed and dissolved. So the sensible world with all its individual
teings, is no more than & mere illusion.of our senses; something as &
dream, & phantssmagoric vision which haes no reality. A wonderiful

mirage- g

You may &t once acknowledge that this conception of things, denies
the authority of sensuslism, beceunse it considers the senses not &s mears
of true knowledge but as & dishonest witness, &s & lisr. Whet they tell
us is = lie, what they show to our conscience is nothing but an illusion
So the sntagonism, and incompatibility of the goufi doctrine, with sen-
suslism, materialism, pragmatism, and every kind of experimental
philosophy is essential, and comes from the difference of its episte-
mological view, :

; But do not suppose thet the goufi thinker, is necessarily a ' ‘
sceptic because he begins to establish his creed on the negation of '
the sensible world. :

He has no doudbt of it. He is not a sceptic at ell. His position
before those who believe in the reality of the outer world, is absolute
ly like Bishop Berkeley's attitude of mind. The illustrious Englisdh

philosopher
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philosopher defending his dignity against the cherge of scepticism,

had replied to his opponents: "I have no doubt, I am firmly convine
ed thet the sensible world, is pure illusion produced by the & ctiv-
ity of our senses; I em denying only the existence of matter, but
not at all the Reality itself., Resality is Spirit; God is the Al-
mighty snd eternal Spirit, and we all are spirits.”

Well, many great goufi thinkers, hed before Bishop Berkeley
defended themselves against scepticism absolutely in the same way,
end even using the same words. -—

Every criticist recognises today that idealism is the episte-
mologicsl foundation stone of goufism; and that the negation of the
gensible world does not imply necessarily nihilism, which means the
denial of Reality. That Is what we mean in philoseophical language
by en idealistic view in epistemology.

We are obliged to recognise the weight and importance of such

a reasoning. There is a logicel necessity indeed which compels
the humen mind, to surpose & cause fixmxgranx for everything, even
delusive unreal. We csn deny the reality of the phenomena] world,

but we cannot be absolutely satisfied with mere negation; because
negation is neither an answer, nor & solution of this transcendental
problem. Truly! if all these things which I am actually percedving
as existing independently of my will, and somewheére outside of my
conscience, are mere shadows, they must be of course fhe gshadows of
something really existing; something vhich reflects these shadovs
before my eyes. I1If my vision is simply a mirage, it must be also
the projeetion of something else! II what I am actuelly seeing is
a dreem, there must be & dresmer. My own self at leestl If it is
‘only & charm or & faseination, where is the charmer?

Briefly speaking, the denisl of the visible world doeg not mean
the negeation of the absolnte being if we still believe in the min-
qigi&_giﬁcausality. ind truly, we cannot help believing in it;
beeceuse this principle, 1s the key for interpreting all the fsets
objective or aubjective relating Yo our rersonal conscience, vhich
ig certainly the most ameszing riddle the most wonderful problem of
existence., It is impossible to deny our own gelf. Conscience is
the only firm ground on which we cen base and build up our ergument-
ations in order to prove the reslity of a Supreme intelligent Power.

The goufi method 1is ahsolutely the same. After having been
convinced of the ghtrustworthiness of our SENSEs, and the venity

of the sensible world &s a logicrl consequence, the oriental
mystie tries .to examine the value of the human intellect, and denies
its suthority as well, because the sbsolube reality which Philosophy
geeks to discover and. Ymow transcends our intellectusl cepacities.
An intelligible God, seys the goufi, is no more God, bvt only &n
idol made by ourselves efter our own conception and fashion, far
our own s&tisfection. God really is beyond the 1imits of our intel-

lectuul cepacities elso. By consegquence retionslism is re jected

ss well &s sensualism, as & felge system pleying with empty words.
Now we have to consider the next fundemental question which
contains the ontologicel nroblem: What is Reality?
~ To this important question goufism &nsSwers just like tle '
agnosties, proclaiming thet the only Reality is whigh means in
Erabic He, end hesides him there is nothing else, but illusion of

‘genses. #®lone he has been, elone he is and will Dbe for ever.

‘ So He is alone the Reslity, the absolute gand perfect Being.
We may easily recognize here the theos agnostos of the neopletonic-
ians. _
Well! Dbut who is He? And if the world sensible vas brought
into cxistence &t one@ how and where did &ll things come from? :
Where He was, before the genaible world come %o be?® and.then%VSMat is
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. hes led the goufism to the important coneeption of the"perfect men"

the Zind of relation between our shadowy exis tence and this &bsoulte
Real Being? -

A1) théselecondery questions arise of course by e logicel necessity
from the fuudamental ontological problem. They imply sowe other problems
gs for instence the mystery of creation ete.

In the languege of the goufi He is before &ll (hag taele - the
supreme truth), though he is the unknowsble, the hidden central point
of all nysteries. We.cannot tmow him, as He 1is in Reelity, in his own )
splendour and perfection, in his essence, but only tlhrough his infinite

* attributes menifested %0 our conscience. As the Xoran says:"There is

nothing bearing any resemblence with him". Our soul is but & sperkle

of this radiant eternsel sun, what desired to be known, and nenifested
hirself through his crestion, the resl caugse of creation being his divine
love for himself. Our souls are rerteking of the divine nature of this
eternal and most Holy Spirit. The yearning of our soul after a cormun-
ion with him is nothing more than the menifestation of his eternel love
animeting our sonscience. He is the true beloved « He 18 alone
the beloved one of the lovers and every one who loves & humen
being, loves hut him because he discovers through the rele tive beauly

the eéver shining splendour of the absolute Beauty. He is absolute !
perfection, then absolute Good, &hselute beauty. True knowledge is to |
become uni%ed with him; true felicity is to be annihilated in him. |
If your intellect is hlind, if our senses are liars, there is still

one way to attain to the supreme truth. Th&t is reveletion. The intui-
tion which hegins by contempletion, end comes in & moment of ecstesy,
because ecstasy breaks down ell the ties which bind up the goul with the
material elemenis to the earthly desires and vile naggions. If we can
purify our conscience from the dirts of egoism &nd sensgibility by an

- WQniﬂl of our self,.them the supreme truth shines in cur conscier
thi

tific vision is the true knowledge. The true knowledge is the
identificstion of the knower with the known. Thet is what the goui~
{union ) and Holy mem who become-identified and united with Co.,
ere the (vssilin ) those who have attained the supreme truth and
have been united with hin.
I do not need to explain &1l along thaet this remarkeble conception

leads to the apotheosis of men; and conteins the doctrine of epiphany, of
trenssubgstantion, and even of redemption, which &re rejected by the
Orthodox Moharmmeden creed &s blasphemy. The goufism being &s a philo-
sophical system an ideelistic pantheism, and having sccepted the Alexandrim .
theory of emanajions as the best explanation of the mystery of ereation, L
comes forcibly to consider the humsn being as the highest possible menifest~ £
ation of God who is confounded with the absolute Being. That is why men is
called the greatest text wherein God is menifested in its te st

possible m=xx perfection. P ) k.

The theory of emanations implying &an evolutive process of menifestation =
who must not be confounded with the Uebermensch of Nietzsche. According .7
to the goufi conception the perfect man, hes ettained through innure rsble e
menifegstations the highest possible degree for & contingent Being. He .
is united with God, and then sent back again to human society in form of a %
human being as a leader as & ssviour, as the representative of the divine (4
grace between God and lMen; He is the "Kotb-ul-Arifin” the nole- of ?he .
seges. His essential funection ifx is to lead the people, on the right way -

- and to reveal the truth.,' To sacrifice himself in this wey, is eesy

because
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cause such a man hes no self; being alresdy annihilated in God's love. |
, While the so salled Uebermensch of F. Nietzsche is, as I understand - |
" him, something &s & governor cf some derk African colony, & Ve€rJ arrogent ]
end selfish bureaucrate absolutely asreless of the rights of others. A
is pretty well & Christian e

This goufi conception of the nerfeet rman,
conception. That is why, &an Briental mystic anderstends the divine mission
of the Saviour, while the or+thofox Mohammedan doctor repudiates it. A
As the gqufism has wholly accepted the neoplatonic theosophy, and ¢ ]
as this eeclectic philosophy may contain and digest innumerable elements »
of thourht and feeling, coming from eny religion, goufism is remarkable
for 168 | gmama.éiberaligmn and tolerance towards all other creeds.
The most ignorant dervish 1s not sesndsliged with the Triniterisan &
doctrine for instance, because he believes in the threefold manifestation 26N
‘of the eternal power, having glreedy accepted the three hypostases of 1

the Alexendrian thinkers, and so on. |
the greatest sheikh, as he is called, tells us, that if the 1

st not be bound up exclusively with &

& single creed, but he must find iy
truth in every creed.
That is why a re

the extreme laxity an

is not convertible to any other religion;
tr\ T ggs pantheistic philosophy puts him

above 8ll sects and rel: A fé‘

There is snother Eemérkable D ne& £ the _nﬂﬁﬁe conception which
plays such &n impo % role in mystiecisr J iﬁst?ﬁ&,’qﬁ ge g a positive
creed, becomes & negati , then goufiem falls 81together in nihilism.
Then the abso)ute Being becomes "a nare less noth,ingness“°
. ure on this
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