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CONCERING RESEARCH PERMITS

TDVISAM
Kiitiiphanesi Arsivi Excerpt from the Keport of
No 2E.2289 the Istanbul ARIT Director

(Here is am important notice on Researchn Permits inhTurkey frogh?hego
American Research Institute in Turkey [1155 East 5€th Street, Chicasgo,

Illinois, 60637 (312)-753-2L4701)

A1l researchers are expected to supply the ﬂinistry of tne inter;?r
and the Foreign Ministry with a written report (in Iurglsh) attﬁ eizgor_
clusion of each research visit. These reports are to 1ncludeh tetha- _
mation on where they have worked, what they havs fbugd, end w gn 'n'ghé's
intend to publish, etc. The absence of such a Ter?lyal Repgrtall
dosya may result in either a lack of response.or outright refus

33

of future requests. This helps explain why a number of established
scholars have run into delays or refusals despite the fact that their
intended projects were ot in areeas that one would generally consider
"sensitive." In contrast, several Ph.D. candidates working in what
one would generally consider "sensitive" areas (but with no previous
dosya marked incomplete) have been granted vermission in the last few
months. Thus, as a general rule I would strongly reeommend that all
scnolars who have ever recceived permission to wori: in Turkey, (and who
intend to return in itlie tiiture: comply with the lfollowing procedure:
1) - Submit to the Yabanei Isleri Blirosu ov the Ie Igleri Ba-
kanliSi separaic reports on all past research visits ‘o
Turkey. This office seems to be the "bottleneci" in the
aprlication process. These reports must ve written in
TURKISH and submitted in duplicate, along with copies of
all rublications resulting :from said research.
2) In addition, covies of the stove reports should be supplied
to the corresponding office in the Foreign Ministry (Yabanci
Isleri Bircosu - Dis Isleri BakanliF.) and to those Archives,
Libraries, Museums, ete., which were utilized by the re-

-t

searcher. :
3) I would alsc racommend that researchers working in Turkey who
wish an extension on their permicsior: supply an "in-Progress"”

Report. along with their application for an extension. One
researcher was recently denied an extension. The lack of

such a "Progress Report" may well have been the cause of this
refusal.




fside from the above, the would-be researchor isg 8till faced with the
Tact that once his application has been subnitted to the Turkish Embag-
sy in Washington, D.C. he should expect to wait [rom four to seven
months before receivins an answer to his reguest. While there is no
definite way to speed up this process, observance of the following sug-
gestions may prove helprful: ‘
Copies of the initial Application should be sent *o each of the
Directors of the facilities for which permission is requested; and,
in the case of archaeologists, a copy should be sent to the Direc-
torate of Antiquities in Ankara ag wall. To understand the neces-
sity of this step one must be familiar will the complete screening
preocess to which Applications are subjected. In brief, this pro-
cess is as follows: a) The Application is lorwarded from the Em-
bassy in Washington to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Ankara;
b) The Foreign Ministry writes (but docs not send a copy of the
Application) to each of the research lu-ilities involved, asking
if they have any objection to Lhe project or the party proposing
it; ¢) The Ministry also writes to the Ministry of Internal Af-
fairs (which runs a police and security check) and to the Ministry
of Education; d) Once answers have been received from 81l of. the
above agencies, the Foreign Ministry formally notifies each of the
agencies, as well as the Embassy in Washington, that permission
has or has not been granted. The importance of sending -a copy of
the Application to each of the facilities involved in the research

'J‘\J
J

project is quite clear. In so doing you are insuring that these
agencies have adejuate information vpon which to judge your pro-
ject proposal.

Assuming that all of the above suggestions have been complied with,

the would-be researcher shonld be warned not to depart. for Turkey with-
ont, hoaving rociaved REGEARCH TERMTSOTOU o, oo res 'le]nnr‘l.unf.‘lj/, wl Lhst,
the specloal RECEARC!H VLICA which the permission entitles him to receive.

This is imperative, since RESIDENCE PERMITS are now being issued only
to researchers whose passporls contain such visas. Without'a RESIDEICE
PERMIT no one is allowed access to the Archives. In other words, the
steps are as follows: a) Receipt of a Research Permission; b) Receint
of a Research Visa issued by the Turkish Embassy in Washington (to
which one is entitled once the Research Permit has been received): c)
Receipt of a Residence Permit in Turkey (to which one is entitled after
having received the Research Visa); d) The Residence Permit serves as
an envry permit to the research facilities.
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Research Permit Information Needed Urgently

Thuse members who are engaged in research projects on Turkey whose
research necessitates the application of a request for a research permit
are asked to complete the following and return it to TSA. The organiza-

ticn will try to assist in the obtaining of this permit from the Turkish

government,

Please reply immediately, WHETHER OR NOT YOU APPLIED.

1. Have you applied for a research permit since 19707 Yes No

2. If yes, in what areas did you plan to do research?
Topic

Location

3. Results of your application.

4, How much time elapsed between your application and when you received
the formal decision? ‘

5. What were the consequences for you of the formal decision? (E.g.,

published an article, abandoned the research, went to Turkey without a
permit, etc.)

.

6. Please provide as extensive detail and/or documentation as possible

7. Should we maintain anonymity about your case?

8. Send to: Prof. Walter Weiker
‘ Political Science Dept.
Rutgers University
Newark, New Jersey 07102
WHILE YOU'RE AT IT, Give us below (or on reverse or another sheet) material

for Newsletter #13: 1) Recent publications, 2) Research in progress, 3)

Other activities, 4) Research exchange, materials sought or available --

I WILL CONTRIBUTE A (research note, - teaching

note, book review, etc.,) COPY DEADLINE: DECEMBER 1.

Name:
Address:

e -

BRI



