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The Prgblem of refugees, which arose for the firét time after

the first world war, was set again in 1945, but this time on a
scale hitherto unknown. One can have some idea of the immensity
of the problem when one considers that the number of these persons
is estimated at 11 millions in Europe cnly according to the fig-
ures giveb by the Council of Europe and *:: 1% millions according
to the report of the Secretariat of *he interparliamentary Union.
And this number is increasing every day-

. It is; however, sad to redise that in spite of the six years whi
which have gone by since the end of the war, the problem of refugges
still constitutes cne of the main probleme facing the world. As
has been said, it has become "a poermanent object of preoccupation
for the international community.®

International organisms, have cf course, Heen set up to deal
with the problems born of political upheavals of the second World
War, and these have admirably accompiished their work. UNRRA, set
up during the war, succeeded with the help of the allied army to
repatriate the large majority of displaced persons. Under the
banner of the United Nations, the IRC was formed. It replaced

UNRRA and the interparlismentary committee for refugges set up
before the war. And it has resttied through emigration or re=
patriation more than » million pecple. But there is still very
‘much left for it to dc-.

Side by side with IRC other crgsns have b~en created to ddal
with certein problems of a regional cHaracter. In 1948 the
" United Nations 4id for Pnlestine Refugees" UNPR was set up, and
this was replaced in 1949 by the “Cuf%id Hat’ uo Relisf -and Works
Agency". (UNEWA). The "United Nations Corean relief Agency" (UNKRA)
set up in 1950 constitutes the latest example of this.

In addition, the Council of Burope has taken this matter in
hahd. The problem was raised during the 1950 session of the Council.
Since then, there has been much progress in this work. But of course

tge Council of Europe concerned itself with Eurcpean refugees
alone.

Finally, in order to take over certain of the functions of
the IR0, now being liquidated, the United Nations in December 1950
set up the office of the High-~-Commissioner for Refugees and called
a Conference of plenipotentiaries in order to draw up the Statutes
of Refugees.

As concerns the Convention on the Statutes of refugees,
this was signed on the 28 of July last by about a dozen states
and constitutes an important achievement in the humanitarian
field. It seeks to ensure for refugees, the minimum standards of
living necessary to a human being in conrormity with the Rights of
Man. The office of the High Commissioner feor Refugees will watch
over the application of this convention. e nope that this instru-
ment will carry benefits to all those who suffer through the lack
of a legal status.

The office of the High Commissioner opens jits doors at the
beginning of this yca: snd is now geiling organised. But it only
has at its dispcssl a modest administrative vudgets It has no
.funds to provide for the needs of refugees, and its function seems
for the moment to be confi ed to that of legal protection only.
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And further, it will only take an interest in persons who were refu-
gees up to the beginning of 1951, in spite of the fact that since .
that date a continuous flood of people are seeking refuge everyday
in various countries.

From what we have just stated, two essential points energe
clearly which are the lacking elements in the efforts to solve the
question of refugees. ° :

1. The lack of a world-wide organisation to deal with the
probkem as = whole for all refugees, whatever the part of
the globe they belong to.

2. The lack of necessary funds for the working of existing
organisations and such as might have to be set up.

To deal with each one of these problems, I ask the Assembly
to 2all upon 211 democratic governments of the world,

a) in order to invite them to set up a General Conference
ailming at a creation of = unique organisation dealing with
the problems of refugees throughout the world,

b) in order to ask all democratic governments to put aside
every year a minimum percentage of tHeir budget at the ¢ -
disposal of the international organisation to be set up.

Meanwhile, these sums could be placed at the disposal of the
Bffice of the High Commissioner for Refugees, until such time as the
question of refugees is finally settled.
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In the meantime, these funds could be entrusted to the

Ofiice of the High Commissioner for Refugecs, until such time

as the qucstion of Refugees is totally settled: On the other hand,
one of the most painful facés of the problem of the Refugees is
doubtless the state of the poor, hardcore ill; criople and old
persons, Some of the countries which harbour refugocs sonmetimes
eliminate these, unfortunately, However some countries have acceoted
these unfortunates as well, in 1.50., But there are still thousands
vho are a-aiting , in their misery, a country that will harbour themns
Their number is not too hich. lie, the members of the Interparliamentar
Union, must appeal to all demockabic governments having wellare
Institutions, to receive all these unfortunates.

Where .urkey is concerned, shec has never, since the cnd of the
second .orld .ar, failed to respond to the appeals ol the vnited
jations on the questions of thc ‘eiugecs. Turkey 1is ncither an
imeigration, nor an cmicration country. tliowsver, truec to the tra=
ditions of her history, many examples of vhich are still famous,
she nas never closed her doors to those fleeing persecution. :

She has given hospitality to thousands of forei;ners. unfortunately
these firures arc not mentionncd in the report of the Secretariat
of the Interparliamentary union. She has collaborated with the OIR
in the rcception and settling in Turkey of thousands ol refugecs.
She has actively collaborated in all the phases of the claboration

of the Convention on the Statute of lefugces, vhich she has just
signed a few days ago.

But for Turkey, the problem of relfusecs actually presonts a
different aspect. Turkcy must today mcet masscs of lmmijrants of
Turkish origin chased from Bulzaria.

In the report of the Secretariat of the Intcrparliamentary
Union, which you have all consulted no doubt; no mention is made
of the question of the refugecs faced by Turkey, since one year,
Turkcy is obliged, since one year, to reccive nearly one million
refuzees, that is, a number of refugees corresponding to ths twentieth
of her population.

These are persons of Turkish culturc and cuinctogical brigin
who have lived in Bulgaria since the XIVth contury and acquired the
Bulgarisn nationality at that country's independence. They have
not taken any interest in questions related to Bulrarian internal
politics. In spite of their attitude always conform to the laws,
their wish to live in peacc, they have always been subjected to
more or less serious persccutions, DBut never was their position as
bad as it is today. Thc number of the minorities in question is
larrely more that 200,000 on a total population of 7 nillions.

The position of the Turkish minority in Lulgaria mBak:s the
subject of thoe Protocole anncxed to the Turkish Bulrarian Friendship
Treaty of 1925 and of the Settlement Convention betucen these two
countrics, of the same year,.

According to the above mentioned Protocoles

"The two governu.ents promise to each other %o allow the
moslem ninorities in Bulgaria of all the dispositicne rcelative to
the protcction of minorities stipulated in the Treaty of feullly,
and the Bulgarian minorities in Turkey of all thc dispositions rela-
tive to the protection of minorities stipulated Iz the Treaty of
Lausanne,
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and to point 2 of the Sctilement Convention:

"The contracting parties asrec that no obstacle shall be .
to the voluntary cecmigration of Turks from Dulgaria and Bul aricis
Irom Turkcy. Thc cmigrants will have the right to take with them
their movable goods and cattle, and to liquidate their inwiovable
goods in all libe rty. Thosc who would nct wish to liquidate their
immovanlc goods beforc their fihal departure must do it within two
years of their emigration,

Startlng with the conelusion of these Convontlons until 1958,
the number of Turkish emigpecs from Bulgaria has varied between a
maximum of 12,000 and a ninimam of about 900.

Since 1938, we sce an increasc in the number of annual emigrees
(more that 16 000 in 1939)g ‘Then, this number goes decreasing until
98 in 1¢48.

As from 1944, the Bulgarian terrorist régime makes itsclf felt
morec and more on.the minorities;- those who dare express their wish
to emigrate are being perse¢utéd., Those who comit the impudence
of contacting the Turkish Legation or Consulates in Bulgaria are
subjected-to nameless vexaiions.

Then came the surprlse of the 10th August 1950: the Goverr-
of Sofia, in a note to thc Turkish Government, declares havir
"guthorised"” 250,000 Bulgarian-subjects of Turkish origin to
migratec to Teroy w1th1n ‘a period of thrce months, while accusing
the Turkish Government of not having observed the dispositions
of the 1925 Convchtion, -

3

: In acting thus, the Bulgarian Government was trying to mlsicad
;the ‘public opinion by giving thoe 1mpr0551on that Turkey was guilty
-of ‘failing to the prlnclplca of free immigrationsy ‘It was alsc
trying to ‘embarass the Turkish Government economically, by forciug
it to receive.a considerable numbor “of refugeos Wlthln a very
11m1ted pcrlod of tlme. o . :

e Bulgarla has acted thus Just ‘on the MOLT oW of ‘the Turkish
" decigion to send troops to. Korea., In dolng this, she wanted wvu
: embarass us, hoping - to- crcabe troublcs in Tv“keygThat was tko

Z-R“d an*wcr te<T4rkey'" democratic gction.

Thc.oxhpdus Foachod: 1?3 ‘©limax in full Balkanic winter,
lOPS of thousands Turks from Bulczaria were massed on the frontier
wndor 300w and railn, with.out the possibility of finding a refuge.
The deaths were unfortunatcly numerous, mainly among children au!
old pcople, %
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That was a measure tsken. in wiclation of the Rights of Man
and disregariing therights of minorities. It was n measure of
madq deportation in the guise cof voluntary emigration.

One should take note that Turkey has been avove acting in
the same way against Bulgarian minorities living on its territory
and enjoying every kind of iiberty-

The Turkish Government has brcught this prpblem before the
Committee of Ministers of the Council of Hurope; which unanimously
adopted a protest against Bulgaria. This decision was approved by
the General Assembly of the Council of ®Wurope. Thus, European
solidarity on the one Ha“JS and on the other hand the firm decision
of the Turkish Goverrment wnich declared categorically that it
could not remain indifferent #c the infliction of such suffering;
obliged the Buligarians to hring some logic in the Tormulation of
their demands. And following a2 verbal agreement, 800 to a 1000
refugees per day have been and are, actunlly being sent into Turkey.
Leo T

These emigrants arrive in Turkey in a state of complete indi-
gence, the Bulgarian aguthorities having confiscated the greater part
of their beclongings under the pretext cf coilecting taxes improvised
for the occasion. The emigrants are only authorised to take with

them ceratin zrticles of primazry necessity in spite of the clauses
wnich, as has bteen wn provides Hr the

of the 1925 cenvention

transfer of the - belongings of

The nimue comwe in since 1950, now exgeeds
150.000. I must acst 75k of them is composed of
children and mot mcstly consist of eld people ~

men and womeii- - ilance-sheet o® this exodus of

Turks from Bulgnri

In Spall o tLE ceomomic cifificulties, Turkey has absorbed

in the relatively short tim of ' I2~months, u)a*'? ©$0.000 refugees.

Whebces, according to the reportc of the lnter q¢1’amen a*j Ullo
covering the period from the 1st of July i%:7 to the 31ist December
i950, i.e. some three and a half years, TrKted States-of America
received only 238.0C00 refugess, Australiaz 170.C0C , Israel 120.00C
and Canada G4+.0800. HNens of th2 other ccuantries whoe are ahppily present
here have even reac! £

ched the figure of 50.0C00for refigees received.
If we know soicn of n—f‘ugees9 we should
act in solidarity. ¢ eguitatly the refugees

between the democratic cou . bear n mind theizw poHulatlons,
their national |rc andg eir econ : situation, this paipful ¢

A1l p*ﬂ"ent here to-day belong to a f*ee country. But we do
not know what fate is in sufﬂe fo“ us to-morrow. If we lay the
foundations c¢f a mutual I 1 help at once, toc-morrow,
should misforiuni- cccur, s of our popuiations will be
alleviated the more easily. I will put before pu once again, the
examxle of Turkey , wnich has in twenty years received a number of
refugees amounting to some 30% of her populatin.

I call upon the Inter-parliamentary Unicn to ask all democratic
countries to bc prepared to receive refugses sc cordiqg o as Taxcd wr
percentage based on their populstion and their econsmic: situstion.

A draft resolution has bteen put down at the Bureau. :
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We have learned with satisfaction that the Office of the

High Commissioner for Refugees, by means of a subvention from the
Rockfeller foundation, is now carriying on an independant inquiry
into the actual condition of refugees in general. I am convinced,
that such a study will put into focus the situation of he refugees
from Bulgaria among other categories of refugges of our time, unfor-
tunately so numerous. It will permit to contemplate once more what
measures are required by international solidarity.

It is my duty here to thonk all governmental and non=-governmen.-
tal institutions, both national and international which have y Wi-
thin their limitaions, been kind enough to help us in these difficult
moments.

But the question of refugees of Turkish origin from Bulgaria
is far from being solved.

As for the proposals mentioned in the draft resolution pre-
sented by Mr. Holmback, I declare that the Tur'ish Group is com-
pletely in agreement as concerns the humanitarian spirit cf his
reports; but in order to help in the solution of this problem, our
delegation has drawn up amendments which will be put before you by
my colleague Prof. Celikbag.
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