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THE RUSSIAN
MENACE

sy THE RT. HON. C. R. ATTLEE, cu, mr.

PRIME MINISTER OF GREAT BRITAIN

The world today stands at the crossroads. Are we to continue steadily
along the path of freedom, leading to a better life for all of us? The British
Prime Minister, speaking in London on 26th January 1951, described the
position in simple, straightforward terms.

WANT TO EXPLAIN the principles on which we have carried on our foreign
policy and to interpret to you the interplay of forces in the modern world.

At the end of the world war Britain took a leading part in establishing the United Nations
Organisation. What was its purpose ? The maintenance of peace and the extension of
prosperity throughout the world.

We have striven loyally to support the principles of the United Nations. We believe in
the ideals expressed in its Charter. That is the widest of the associations of nations in which
we co-operate with others for peace.

Next, we are members of the British Commonwealth, a smaller but more intimate associa-
tion embracing, however, peoples in every continent and of many races. In its intimate
companionship and in its methods. of working together it is a mirror of what we hope the
world may become, a family of free and equal nations. Through it a great influence for
peace can be wielded.

In this family circle we discuss great questions of common concern, and small matters too,
on a basis of freedom, equality and mutual respect. We do not necessarily always agree,
but we seek to understand each other’s point of view. This is the necessary basis of mutual
respect which should be the basis of international relations.

No one of us ever seeks to impose his individual view upon the others. We hold together
and are an influence for peace precisely because our relations are based on toleration and
honourable compromise.

Now we have a great position in the world, and this means that we accept the responsibilities
that greatness brings with it.

We believe that, through our history and traditions, we can be of service to the world.
‘We have much experience on which to draw.

I believe that this country has not failed during the past five years to maintain its principles
and to practise them as well ; and we shall not fail in the future.

The developments in the Commonwealth whereby three great countries of Asia became
full and equal associates with the other members of the Commonwealth illustrate this. We
have shown that we know how to meet the new conditions in the world which come from
what is known as the awakening of Asia. We have there put our principles into practice.

A second illustration of a service which the people of this country have given to the world
is the example of a resolute and successful effort to restore our economic position.
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What is the object of building up this force? Not for an offensive. No one suggests
that the forces that are being collected will be strong enough for an attack on Russia. They
are not being built up for a war, but to prevent war. They are intended to act as a deterrent
against a would-be aggressor.

We have to weigh well our actions here. To devote too much of our resources to defence
would wreck our national economy and would be playing the Russian game. To devote
so little that the forces would be insufficient to deter aggression would be futile. We, and
our allies in the North Atlantic Organisation, have to make a wise decision in this, carefully
weighing one thing with another.

I believe that another world war would produce such ruin that civilisation would be set
back for generations. I believe that if we wish the international situation to improve the
democracies must demonstrate beyond any possibility of doubt that they have the will and
the means to resist an attack on their way of life. We must have adequate strength so that
if there is danger in some part of the world it will be known that we have forces available to
meet it. /

There is nothing provocative in this any more than it is provocative to have a policeman
on the beat.

I hope I have demonstrated to you that there is a danger which must be met. I am sure
you will agree that the Government is earnestly seeking the way of peace.

We have shown this in the efforts which we have made to bring to an end the war in I orea
and to get a settlement in the Far East. At this very time we are in negotiation to try to
get a meeting between the United States, France, ourselves and Russia to deal with out-
standing questions. We shall not spare efforts to bring this about.

Nothing would please us more than if we could settle these outstanding problems and
if we could get agreement that Russia should cease from stirring up strife and should devote
herself to the urgent task of raising the standard of life of her own people, as we have devoted
ourselves.

But if we wish to bring these negotiations to a successful conclusion we must have regard
to the mentality of those -with whom we have to deal. Experience shows that uniess we
‘start from a reasonable basis of strength there is not much chance of getting agreement.

I know that all of you believe in freedom and democracy. The British people have shown
in two wars that even when they stand alone and the odds seem heavy against them they
will fight to the last for what they believe. I know too that you all wish for peace. I am
sure that is the desire of the vast majority of peoples everywhere.

We have, to the best of our ability, weighed up all the factors in the situation that faces
us today. We have decided that it is our duty to increase our armaments ; indeed we could
come to no other decision. We have most carefully considered the implications for the
life of the nation, and for the individual human beings who compose it, of the programme
we shall put before the country.

That programme will not be an easy one to carry out. I must tell you now that it will
not only demand sacrifice and effort from the country as a whole, but from individual people
in all our varied walks of life. So far as we are able we shall distribute that burden with
equity and fairness. I have no fear whatever about the response that we shall get.

Our way of life is in danger, and it is both our privilege and our duty to be ready to
defend them if they are attacked. War would bring our standards crashing down ; defeat
would destroy and obliterate them for ever. Make no mistake about that.

A gentle Swiss philosopher, who loved his fellow-men, summed it all up a good many
years ago. He said then :

“ What terrible masters these Russians would be if they should ever spread their rule
over the countries of the south. They would bring us a Polar despotism—tyranny such as
the world has never known, silent as darkness, rigid as ice, insensible as bronze ; decked with
an outer amiability and glittering with the cold brilliancy of snow ; slavery, without com-
pensation or relief; that is what they would bring us.”

That is what he said. The least one of us, the most unfortunate and poor, has something
better than that to defend.
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