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A Museum
- ¥or Display

TRl oTHe Janet Riza mannequins, re-

M_.

L]

Kﬁtﬁphénéﬂ Arsivi

 #Tovisa

5 Ty

- eently used by LORD & TAYLOR,
. 'are a case in point. Without bene-
fit of fanfare or invitation-to-an-un-
“weiling, these superb pieces of sculp-
ture-turned-mannequin which Henry
Callahan commissioned Miss Riza to
create, were put on view. Had they
been éxhibited in a museum, they
would have certainly received criti-
cal applause. They were executed
with imagination and sensitive feel-
Ing. But being used by ‘a “sfore” .
they escaped serious artistic consid-
eration. They will be used for a
few months in the windows -and

23442

K-

= then? Retirement to the third floor, |
<« better misses’ dresses, whare only
© the memory of admiring Fifth ave- .
2 hue aulliences will linger to. brighten

_their plastic memories.
. The trustees and talent scouts of
the Met and Museum of Modern Art
- may not agree, but I think these and |
most of the other pieces designed to-
dlay for display are worthy of a rmu-
~[seum  and should be so preserved
aiter their commercial lives are”
ended. Instead of a display morgue,
they should be carted off to immor-
tality where proper and full appre-
ciation—sans swim suits and nighties
—would be accorded them forever,
or as near forever as anyone today
can guarantee. Eome
- There are museums for costume,
‘modern art, fashion, coins, birds,
non-objective objects, fish and stars.
‘Why not a museum of display? The
picture collection alone would be
fabulous. I'm certain every display
manager in the world would make a
fascinating contribution. The mu-
seum should be divided into three
sections — past, present and future.
Past and future wings would be per-.
manent collections. The wing of the
present would be devoted to a ro-
tating exhibition of current interest
which would, in addition to showing
,the best of today’s material, be used
to encourage and exhibit new talent |
availahle and adaptable to display.
- DISPLAY is a minor art, but. it
has major significance is the way-
Mary Merrill, display manager |
Bergdorf Goodman, puts it. I agree
with her, :




