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L’ISLAM AU BRESIL.
—

Cn petit ouvrage, Abdurrahman Effendi,dont le
titre esl;e“Un voyage nIt,:ul‘Brésil“ écrit en arabe, apporte
un contingent interessant aux récits de voyages moder-
nes.Ily a quelques années,avant I'ouverturedu Canal de
Suez,on se le rappelera ici, le Gouvernement Ottoman
avait eu occasion d'envoyer un mnavire de guerre
Bassorah, qui avait ainsi dii traverser la Méditerrande,
I’Atlantique, I'Océan Indien et le Golfe Persique. Le
navire fut forcé par la tempéte de trouver un refuge 2
| Rio-Janeiro. La, A la grande surprise de Iauteur,
on trouva bon nombre de Musulmans parmi la popu-
lation noire de la capitale. Les usages de leur religion
avaient, A la vérité,beaucoup sounffert,A canse du temps
écoulé, et de la distance de leurs correligionnaires.
Ainsi ils pe jeiinaient plus pendant le Ramazan, mais
dans le mois de Chaban: ils ne savaient rien des heures
de la pritre ; aucun ne parlait arabe ; leurs mariages et
lears funérailles étaient consacrés par des prétres ca-
tholiques, qui baptisaient aussi leurs enfants. Chote
étrange, ces prétres ne paraissaient se soucier d'am-
tre chose. Ainsi dans leur liea de pridre ils avaient
un juif de Tanger, portant un grand turban, et qui se
faisait appeler Imam, qui accomplissait les fonctions
religieuses. Clest lui quijservit| d'interpréle enlire ses
ouailles et I'Eftendi, auquel il dit sans cérémonie, que
d’aprés ce qu'il avait vu, jeune encore, au Maroc, il se
croyait parfaitement capuble de faire I'Imam. Mais
ce ne furent pas seulement les nouveaux venus qui
furent étonnés. Les Mahometans nvirs furent assex
surpris de voir des fiddles blancs. Suivant leur expé-
rience tous les blancs étmient chrétiens et tous les
noirs mahométans. Avec la permission de ses supé-
rieurs, le cheick Abdurrabman quitta le navire et sé-
jouroa pendant quelques années 2 Rio de Janeiro,Bahia,
et Pernambucq, pour instruire ses correligionnaires
dans les principes de leur foi, et pour faire arriver
quelques uns d'entr’enx & lire le Coran dans sa langue
originelle et pour servir d'instructeurs et d'lmams
pour leurs compatriotes woirs. Ils les fit en outre
renoncer au vin et 2 la viande de porc, et leurs fem-
mes durent porter le voile devant les étrangers. Il
y a daos ce livre des informations curieuses &crites
apres le retour du missionnaire, 2 propos du type
Munchhansen, mais il ne fait que relster ce qu'on Eﬁ
a dit. Il prouve aussi d'une fagon savante que la
sorcelleric est mauvaise chose et contraire aux lois de
I'Islam ; mais les habitants de ces pays, en dépit de
ses efforts, sont tr2s adonnés 2 cette pratique ainsi
quaux prophéties. Il calcule que le nombre de ces
Musulmans noirs & Rio de Janeiro n'est pas moindre
de 19,000 ; wais nous craignons que pour tout ce qui
concerne les chiffres et les informations scientifiques
exactes, notre auteur n'est peut-étre pas le meilleur
gude & suivre. ‘ ' ,



EGYPT.

Our Alexandria' correspondent writes on Sept. 7:—
Secresy appears’ at present to be the great study of
the Khidive and those about him. Tt is only, thanks

| to Reuter—who appears to derive his news from your

paper—that we are not completely in the dark as
regards the Turco-Egyptian difficulty. Tbat Talaat
Pasha arrived here on Thursday on his return from

| Constautinople we know, but the nature of the com-

munication he brought with him was to us a closed
‘book, as also the intentions of the Viceroy as regards
replylng, and it is only to-day that we are told by a-
Reuter’s telegram that the Khidive has telegraphed
to Constantinople assenting to the conditions contained
in the second letter ot the Grand Vizier. From pri-
vate sources, however, I learn that it is not so, and
tbat while all the conditions laid down by the Porte |
are most unpalatable, two especially—which insist on
a yearly Egyptian budget being sent for approval to
Stamboul and forbidding any foreign loan without
special leave of the Sultan—are likely to be absolutely
resisted by the Viceroy. I am assured that, instead
of accepting these, he has telegraphed ajpolite but firm
refusal of both. The details of this you may know
before us, but that he has not accepted the conditions
I refer to you may take as positive.

The commission on the jurisdiction question is to
meet here next month ; it may therefore be presumed
that the Viceroy has carried his point in this matter.
Sir Philip Francis, judge of your Supreme Court, is

| to represent England on this commission, aod is ex-
.| pected here towards the end of the month.

Sir Samuel Baker Pasha has been all ready to start
on his expedition for some time, and is only awaiting
the arrival of the steel steamers ordered in Fngland
for Lake N’yanza. Sir Samuel bas engaged the ser-
vices of Mr. E. Higginbotham, engineer, in the employ

.| of the Egyptian Government, to fit up the steamer and

survey. Mr. Higginbotham, though quite a young

.| man, has made his name known in Egypt through the

building of an iron bridge,which shows a great amount of
skill and ability ; he is just the wan for the expedition

.| baving an iron constituticn, and being as tough and

- - =

wiry as Sir Samuel bimself. We of the Cricket Club

 lose in him_a‘ gooq_player and a pleasant companion.

losé in him ﬁg)bd player and a pleasant companion. |
Last Friday afternoon an attempt at su'cide was
committed here by a Frenchman, ex-chancelier of the

.| French Consulate. Distress in money matters is given
| as the reason. Mr. H. bas a family of four grown-up

children, two sons and two daughters. It appears thut
about 3 o'clock in the afternoon he retired into his
cabinet de travail and loaded an old gun that he found
bandy, placed the butt on a divan cushion against the
wall and the end of the barrel against his heart, but

‘| being a small man be bal some difficuity in this posi-
‘| tion in reaching the trigger, and the barre! slipped

from its position, inflicting a painful but not dangerous
woond in the side. He'is getting rapidly well.

On Thursday night the last of the wives of Mehemet
Ali Pasha, and motber of Prince Halim Pasha, died at

' | Shoubrab, Cairo, in the 58th year of her age. The

exile of her son was a great blow to this kind-hearted

‘| lady, and ever since she has been a3 it-were- wasting

away, her only joy being the receipt of letters from
the son she so fondly loved, and who always evinced
towards her the most devoted filial attention. She
was accowpanied to ber last resting place, in the tomb
of the family of Mebemet Ali in the citadel, by an
immense crowd of poor people, who had always found
in her a true friend. The following phrases were con-
tinually keen'd aloud by the mourners :— :
God has taken away from us our protectress :

J What will become of us after her death !
Thaw tank har anlv ean from her
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resisted by the Viceroy. I am assured that, instead F
of accepting these, he has telegraphed ajpolite but firm
refusal of both. The details of this you may know
before us, but that he has not accepted the conditions
I refer to you may take as positive.

The commission on the jurisdiction question is to
meet here next month ; it may therefore be presumed
that the Viceroy has carried his point in this matter..
Sir Philip Francis, judge of your Supreme Court, is

pected here towards the end of the month.

Sir Samuel Baker Pasha has been all ready to start
on his expedition for some time, and is only awaiting
the arrival of the steel steamers ordered in Fngland
1 &r Lake N’yaoza. Sir Samuel bas engaged the ser-
vices of Mr. E. Higginbotham, engineer, in the employ

survey. Mr. Higginbotham, though quite a youog

building of an iron bridge,which shows a great amount of
skill and ability ; he is just the man for the expedition
| baving an iron constitution, and being as tough and
wiry as Sir Samuel bimself. We of the Cricket Club
 lose in hi‘m a good player and a pleasant companion. |
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lose in him a good player and a pleasant companion. |
Last Friday afternoon an attempt at su'cide was |
| committed bere by a Frenchman, ex-chancelier of the
| French Consulate. Distress in money matters is given
as the reason. Mr. H. has a family of four grown-up
children, two sons and two daughters. It appears that
about 3 o'clock in the afterncon he retired into his
cabinet de travail and loaded an old gun that he found
bandy, placed the butt on a divan cushion against the
wall and the end of the barrel against his beart, but
‘| being a small man he bad some difficulty in this posi-
‘| tion in reaching the trigger, and the barrel slipped
from its position, inflicting a painful but not dangerous
wound in the side. He'is getting rapidly well.

On Thursday night the last of the wives of Mehemet
Ali Pasha, and motber of Prince Halim Pasha, died at
' | Shoubrab, Cairo, in the 58th year of her age. The
exile of ber son was a great blow to this kind-hearted
lady, and ever since she has been as it were- wasting
away, her only joy being the receipt of letters from
the son she so fondly loved, and who always evinced
towards bher the most devoted filial attention. She
was accowpanied to ber last resting place, in the tomb
of the family of Mebemet Ali in the citadel, by an
immense crowd of poor people, who had always found
in her a true friend. The following phrases were con-
tinually keen'd aloud by the mourners :— '

God has taken away from us our protectress :

What will become of us after her death !

They took her only son from her ;

He did not merit such a fate.

3 Vgl;a.t will become of her son when he learns that she is
oa |

According to the Mahometan custom, tents have
been erected round Shoubra, and mourning will be
.| kept up there for forty days.

Last week the Minister of Finance sent a circular
to the villages prohibiting any levying of taxes for two
months. What was the result >—people began to ask

- v - -

12}. On seeing this the Minister gave cut that he
would discount bonds at long dates at 104 ; many
accepted, and the Exchequer aiscounted the first few,
but the demand becoming larger, the Minister had to
put a stop to this game for want of funds.
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YOUNG TURKLEY.

Prince Mustapha Fazyl Pasha has put forth the

following manifesto in the shape of a letter to the
Nord :—

Sir,—An article of the Nord of the 1st of February has
only just been brought under my notice, otherwise this
letter would have been addressed to you before this, Not
that I am disposed to follow habitually the contradictory

movements of politics and the statements of the news-
papers, but because I wish, once for all, to gettle a point
which, uotwithstanding its slight importance, has some
effect on the discussion of your correspondents.

'The journals which have reported that I was engaged
in founding a banking establishment, are not satisfied with
the denial which this absurd stor{ has met with from the
good sense of the public, before 1 took the trouble to con-
tradiet it through one of my secretaries. They still con-
tinue:to publish variations of the same story on what they
call my financial operations, with the house of Messrs.
Oppenheim. It is, however, essential that these newsmon-
gers should know, that at a time when the affairs of the
Ottoman empire are embarrassed, that it 1s with these
and not with my private affairs, that I am occupied. It
matters not’ whether a man is Mussulman, Catholic, or
Orthodox Greek, to know that private interests ghould
be postponed to the public good. It is sufficient for this
to be a man of progress or a good patriot, which mean one
and the same thiug. Such is at least the conviction of
the great party of ** Young Turkey,” of which I have the
honour to be the representative. This party neither
recognises the resignation of fatalism, mnor gives way
under disappointment. This means that the Cretan insur-

rection and the yet graver disasters with which we are
threatened on many sides, find it still resoluteto complete
thoge reforms which have been ripened by reflection, ex-|
perience, and suffering. |
I appeal, sir, to your sense of fair play to inseri this

Jetter in your next publication.—I am, &c.,
; - | MustapHA FazYL. |
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